
937Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / June 19

And so I want to thank you for coming
to the White House to give me an oppor-
tunity to urge you to work with these five
Senators and three Congressmen, to work
hard to get this trade promotion authority
moving.

The power to be—well, most of the power
that be—sits right here. And these Members
can use your help, as can we. This call to
arms for trade promotion authority is not a
hollow call. This is important. It’s not only
important for this President; it’s important
for future Presidents, because the world is
a fantastic opportunity for us. And it’s an op-
portunity we have got to seize if we expect
to have prosperity in one of the most vital
sectors in our Nation, and that’s prosperity
on our farms and ranches, a place not only
where people will hopefully be able to make
a good living, but a place where people nur-
ture the great values of America: faith and
family.

It’s my honor to be here, to have you here.
Thanks for coming. I appreciate so very
much your giving us a chance to call you into
action. I’m honored to be up here with your
leaders, and I do want to thank the Members
of the Senate and the House for being here,
as well.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Haiti
June 18, 2001

Dear lllll:
Pursuant to section 559(b) of the Foreign

Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2000, I hereby
transmit to you the final semiannual report
concerning the status of Haiti’s progress.

The report contains eight subsections that
provide information required by section
559(b) of the Act. These subsections address:

• Governmental Institutions Envisioned
in the 1987 Haitian Constitution;

• Privatization of Haiti’s Major Public En-
tities;

• Efforts to Re-sign the Lapsed Bilateral
Repatriation Agreement, and Coopera-
tion in Halting Illegal Migration;

• Investigation and Prosecution of
Extrajudicial and Political Killings, and
Cooperation with the United States in
Such Investigations;

• Removal and Maintenance of Separa-
tion of Human Rights Violators from
Haitian Public Security Entities or
Units;

• Ratification of the 1997 Maritime
Counter-Narcotics Agreement;

• Development of Haiti’s Domestic Ca-
pacity to Conduct Free, Fair, Demo-
cratic, and Administratively Sound
Elections; and

• Demonstrated Commitment of Haiti’s
Minister of Justice to the Profes-
sionalism of the Judiciary, and Progress
Toward Judicial Branch Independence.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Executive Order 13217—
Community-Based Alternatives for
Individuals With Disabilities
June 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
place qualified individuals with disabilities in
community settings whenever appropriate, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. This order is issued con-
sistent with the following findings and prin-
ciples:

(a) The United States is committed to
community-based alternatives for individuals
with disabilities and recognizes that such
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services advance the best interests of Ameri-
cans.

(b) The United States seeks to ensure that
America’s community-based programs effec-
tively foster independence and participation
in the community for Americans with disabil-
ities.

(c) Unjustified isolation or segregation of
qualified individuals with disabilities through
institutionalization is a form of disability-
based discrimination prohibited by Title II
of the Americans With Disabilities Act of
1990 (ADA), 42 U.S.C. 12101 et. seq. States
must avoid disability-based discrimination
unless doing so would fundamentally alter
the nature of the service, program, or activity
provided by the State.

(d) In Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S. 581
(1999) (the ‘‘Olmstead decision’’), the Su-
preme Court construed Title II of the ADA
to require States to place qualified individ-
uals with mental disabilities in community
settings, rather than in institutions, whenever
treatment professionals determine that such
placement is appropriate, the affected per-
sons do not oppose such placement, and the
State can reasonably accommodate the place-
ment, taking into account the resources avail-
able to the State and the needs of others with
disabilities.

(e) The Federal Government must assist
States and localities to implement swiftly the
Olmstead decision, so as to help ensure that
all Americans have the opportunity to live
close to their families and friends, to live
more independently, to engage in productive
employment, and to participate in commu-
nity life.

Sec. 2. Swift Implementation of the
Olmstead Decision: Agency Responsibilities.
(a) The Attorney General, the Secretaries of
Health and Human Services, Education,
Labor, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and the Commissioner of the Social
Security Administration shall work coopera-
tively to ensure that the Olmstead decision
is implemented in a timely manner. Specifi-
cally, the designated agencies should work
with States to help them assess their compli-
ance with the Olmstead decision and the
ADA in providing services to qualified indi-
viduals with disabilities in community-based
settings, as long as such services are appro-

priate to the needs of those individuals.
These agencies should provide technical
guidance and work cooperatively with States
to achieve the goals of Title II of the ADA,
particularly where States have chosen to de-
velop comprehensive, effectively working
plans to provide services to qualified individ-
uals with disabilities in the most integrated
settings. These agencies should also ensure
that existing Federal resources are used in
the most effective manner to support the
goals of the ADA. The Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall take the lead in
coordinating these efforts.

(b) The Attorney General, the Secretaries
of Health and Human Services, Education,
Labor, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and the Commissioner of the Social
Security Administration shall evaluate the
policies, programs, statutes, and regulations
of their respective agencies to determine
whether any should be revised or modified
to improve the availability of community-
based services for qualified individuals with
disabilities. The review shall focus on identi-
fying affected populations, improving the
flow of information about supports in the
community, and removing barriers that im-
pede opportunities for community place-
ment. The review should ensure the involve-
ment of consumers, advocacy organizations,
providers, and relevant agency representa-
tives. Each agency head should report to the
President, through the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, with the results of their
evaluation within 120 days.

(c) The Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall
fully enforce Title II of the ADA, including
investigating and resolving complaints filed
on behalf of individuals who allege that they
have been the victims of unjustified institu-
tionalization. Whenever possible, the De-
partment of Justice and the Department of
Health and Human Services should work co-
operatively with States to resolve these com-
plaints, and should use alternative dispute
resolution to bring these complaints to a
quick and constructive resolution.

(d) The agency actions directed by this
order shall be done consistent with this Ad-
ministration’s budget.
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Sec. 3. Judicial Review. Nothing in this
order shall affect any otherwise available ju-
dicial review of agency action. This order is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the Federal Government and
does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 19, and it
was published in the Federal Register on June 21.

Remarks to Employees of the
Computer/Electronic
Accommodations Program
Technology Evaluation Center in
Arlington, Virginia
June 19, 2001

Thank you all. Thanks. Be seated. Please
be seated. Mr. Secretary, thank you very
much for your hospitality and your leader-
ship. Senator Jeffords, Congressmen Green,
Horn, and Langevin, thank you all for com-
ing. It’s good to see you all. These four Mem-
bers of the United States Congress have had
a piece—a hand in the strategy that I’m
about to talk about, and I thank them for
their leadership.

Dinah, thank you very much. It’s always
a joy to be around somebody who loves what
she’s doing—an enthusiastic soul, and some-
one who is making people’s lives better. And
I really appreciate you having me here. I
want to thank David Shu for his work, and
I want to thank Rhett Dawson, as well, who
is the president of the Information Tech-
nology and Industry Council.

My fellow Americans, when the Americans
with Disabilities Act was signed in 1990, our
Nation made a promise, we will no longer
underestimate the abilities of Americans with
disabilities. We will treat Americans with dis-

abilities as people to be respected, rather
than problems to be confronted.

Our Nation has made progress in both atti-
tude and law. Navigating through buildings
and buses is far easier than it was just a dec-
ade ago. Now, the growth of new tech-
nologies creates new hopes and new obsta-
cles.

The Internet brings a world of information
into a computer screen, which has enriched
the lives of many with disabilities. Yet, tech-
nology creates challenges of its own. The bril-
liant graphics that add life to many Web
pages can make it difficult for a visually im-
paired person to get the information he or
she needs from a Web site. Video technology
is turning many computers into television
sets. Yet, without closed captioning, many see
a picture and no words. And complex key-
board commands make it difficult for a per-
son with impaired motor skills to tap a com-
puter’s full potential. As a result, computer
usage and Internet access for people with
disabilities is half that of people without dis-
abilities.

Researchers here at the Department of
Defense and at other agencies throughout
the Federal Government and in the private
sector are developing solutions to these prob-
lems. I have just had the opportunity to tour
the Department’s assistive technology cen-
ter, and I saw technologies that are helping
people with disabilities enjoy the full range
of opportunities made possible by the tech-
nology boom.

Software allows hearing-impaired people
to communicate with their co-workers by
computer. Screen reading technology makes
it possible for the visually impaired to access
information on a monitor. And voice recogni-
tion software unlocks new computing possi-
bilities for people with impaired dexterity.

The technologies on display here have
helped more than 20,000 Defense Depart-
ment employees enjoy greater access to com-
munications and computing equipment. And
they will help countless individuals in the
public and private sectors become fully inte-
grated into the workplace. I’m committed to
bringing that technology to users as quickly
as possible. And I’m committed to ensuring
that Government Web sites become compat-
ible with this evolving technology. And that


